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Defining the Tasks

If we are going to save 
environmentalism and 
the environment, we 
must also save an 
endangered indicator 
species: the child in 
nature.
• Last Child in the 

Woods - Saving our 
Children from 
Nature-Deficit 
Disorder

• Richard Louv

Teaching this ecological 
knowledge – which 
may be called 
'principles of ecology,' 
'principles of sustain-
ability,' 'principles of 
community,' or even 
the 'basic facts of life' 
– will be the most 
important role of 
education in the     
next century.
• Fritjof Capra



E-Literacy: Increase Understanding

Ecological Literacy: 
Educating Our 
Children for a 
Sustainable World

• Michael K. Stone
and Zenobia Barlow

• Wendell Berry
• Alice Waters
• David W. Orr
• Fritjof Capra,
• Pamela Michael
• Donella Meadows

• Malcolm Margolin



Environmental Education

Environmental 
Literacy in 
America: What Ten 
Years of NEETF-
Roper Research and 
Related Studies Say 
about Environmental 
Literacy in the U.S.

• Kevin Coyle, NEETF



Literacy

• Reading
• Writing
• Speaking—Telling 

Stories
• Expressing

• Music
• Dance
• Drawing

• Communicating
• Listening
• Sharing

• Learning



Green Reading for Educators
www.eeweek.org/resources/green_reading_educators.htm



Green Reading for Kids
www.eeweek.org/resources/green_reading.htm



Curriculum Ideas
www.eeweek.org/resources/curricula_library.htm



Finding a Few Good Reads

• Library & Librarians
• Public
• School

• Book Reviews
• Professional Journals, 

Blogs, Newsletters

• WorldCat
• Free!
• Database of 

Library Resources

www.worldcat.org



WorldCat
Vernal Pool*



WorldCat
Vernal Pool*

Ecology



WorldCat
Vernal Pool*

Ecology

Books



WorldCat
Vernal Pool*

Ecology

Books
Audience:
Juvenile



WorldCat Results

3 Titles Retrieved

Select 1



Your Choice



WorldCAt—My Version at UB

• 47,708 Juvenile Books on “Nature”
• 19,433 Fiction
• 28,275 “Nonfiction
• 8,204 in more than 50 libraries

• NOT including school (K-12)
• Definition of “Classics?”

• 1,228 pertaining to “New York”
• New York States
• Adirondacks
• Catskills
• Finger Lakes



National Digital Science Library

• ndsl.org

• Resources for K-12 
Educators

• Access to data

• Research methods

• Curricula



Know Your Agencies
www.epa.gov



NYS DEC
www.dec.ny.gov/26.html



Read the Book!



Do the Book!

• Librarian : Educator
• Nature Center
• Science Museum
• GET ‘EM OUTSIDE
• Collaborate

• Nature Journal
• Discipline writing
• Record what is 

seen
• Inspiration
• Record what is felt

• Self-expression

• Imagination



Journaling Resource ~ Mark Baldwin
www.eeweek.org/nature_journal/article-1202777376.htm



Environmental & Outdoor Educators



Library Associations



Collaborations



Concept Project

• Librarian and Outdoor Educator Team
• Select a children’s book
• Prepare and series of outdoor activities

• Use the book’s theme
• Provide nature journals

• This is the child’s personal diary
• Teach what to record and why, worry about 

precision and aesthetics later

• Outdoor activities around library grounds
• Field trip to a nature center, museum, 

garden, science center, playground

• Have students share what they saw, heard, 
smelled, touched

• Repeat OFTEN!



Extended Ideas

• Poster or Art Project (non-competitive)
• Other art forms

• Illustrations
• Sculptures
• Photographs 

• Writing Project
• Prose
• Poetry
• Create a Website

• Make a documentary film!
• Anything that stimulates and sustains
• Repeat OFTEN!



Virtual Handouts

• Contact me for a copy of this 
PPT presentation

• Fred Stoss
Science and Engineering Library
228-B Capen Hall
University at Buffalo, SUNY
Buffalo, NY 14260-1672
716 645-2947 ext. 224
fstoss@buffalo.edu


