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Put children at the top of the agenda

u Deciding on a new
administration Nov. 4,
we need programs and
policies that address
our youngest citizens
BY DANA FRIEDMAN

fter many of the debates
and convention speech-

5 over the past several.

weeks, the candidates’ children
were paraded onstage for all of
America to see, But this display
of !'amil}r values would have a
greater impact on voters if the
rm_idemi&] can:!id:tes :qn&a]-
y discussed policy pertaining
to our muﬁ chil ik
It's true as a
list of domestic -raEurmm issues,
A Daag B P oo
in it comes (o
our youth, there is a host of
other important issues that
ought to be addressed by an up-
coming administration. They de-
serve attention at Wednesday
night’s debate at Hofstra Univer-
sity. Among those: eliminating

the Lang Island Children’s Muse-
um for a 1 pum. town hall meeting,

mwﬂtptd:hc:.mlmdby

as well as at the debate and then
in the remaining weeks before the
election. Why is it that, compared
with the other nations in the G-7,
the United States has the hi
infant mortality rate and the
et life expectancy at birth?

Why is it that, again among the
G- nations, the United States has

Canada, ranked No. 2 And how is

i ible that in 2008, the Unit-

States no paicd famni-

ly leave in any of the

workforce, leaving it in the com-

pany of only four other nations
— Lesotho,

children in the United States are
poorrll..smglshndisnu:urtbc
nation's MOst prosperous re-
pon yﬂﬁp&rcm:ﬁﬁldrm
assau County
mﬂﬂdﬂdrmmﬁuﬁn&ﬂ%
ty live in poverty; 65000 chil-
dren Islandwide do not have
health insurance.
We have 93,000 children on
Long Island who are unsuper-

Years ﬂumm a anmﬁt organization J"mmd on
Plainview.

earning based in
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Education or Health. Some, such
25 the Parent-Child Home Pro-
s o s e i s
s the many
streams, they have different reg-
ulations to follow, serve differ-
mtm‘mqﬂf:m;h“ﬂ;
ment

ophies. Some work, others don't

What's required now is a com-
prehensive approach, an F::I;r

Childhood
that would :ﬁ'ln:ﬂrurkut'
federal and state programs and

policies that address the needs
nl‘thewhuler_‘mld all of the
health, mental-health and child-

development support systems a
chllddesu'veammdu'mﬂmrv

community involvement.
Investing in our children isn't

just 2 social issue — it's an éco-

nomic ane. An:l it's not jus:t ™

for the children, long-term stud-
E{I;a\re followed graduates of



