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Money'§ there — why your district may not be using it as-o




Is free pre-K the best use of the state's money?
Share your thoughts. newsday.com/li
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m State provides money for programs, but some districts say no

m Districts fear they'll get stuck paying or say there's no demand

= Now money's being cut and opportunity may be lost for kids

EY JOHN HILDEBRAND
johnhildebrandi@newsday.com

next year as well, because state lawmak-
ers have cut back funding in response to

chem, have added services this year, ac-
cording to state records.

“Why should children be denied this
service, just because schools don't want
to do this? said Dana Friedman, execu-
tive director of the Early Years Institute
of Plainview, a nonprofit research advo-
cacy group that encourages develop-
ment of quality child-care programs.

unused in the future be given to districts
that do participate, or to private nonprof-
its that could act on behalf of districts to
expand or improve pre-K programs.
Parents such as Dorothy Santana, a
North Babylon mother of four, agree that
public preschools need to be expanded.
Santana, who has urged her own district
to establish a program, currently enrolls
her S5-year-old in a private nursery

Schools skip chance for free Pre-

$186,300 the economic downturn. Widespread lack of access school.
Bellmore $129.600 48 42 Thousands of additional 4- and 5-year- Many of the 60 Long Island districts This week, the Early Years Institute is “I had to pay $170 a month, which put
Bellmore-Merrick $0 0 o] olds on Long Island could be getting that don't have pre-kindergarten classes  releasing an 83-page report, “Windows quite a dent in my pocket,” she said.
Bethpage 491800 34 0O free preschool classes if the school dis-  say that's part of the problem — they  of Opportunity,” that looks comprehen-
Carle Place $54000 20 O tricts where they live had chosento take  fear that state cutbacks will place the fi-  sively at the Island’s pre-kindergarten Funding cut increased fears
" state money earmarked for the service, nancial burden more on local taxpayers  services, including widespread lack of Districts’ fears that they might get
East Meadow $191700 71 0 according to a new report that recom-  to pick up the cost to keep programs. access. The report also highlights pro- stuck with the tab were heightened in
East Rockaway $24300 9 0 mends expanding future access through  Some affluent districts also say parents  grams it considers exemplary in Free- April, when state lawmakers reduced
East Williston $54000 20 O greater cooperation between the public  there are satisfied with private pre- port, Middle Country and a dozen other next year's funding. As a result, many dis-
and private sectors. school programs they pay for on their local districts. tricts with preschool programs that
Elmont $802982 297 233 State funds intended to prepare 3,600 own. The report draws on nearly two years didn't spend all their funds this year will
Farmingdale $440100 163 163 children Islandwide for kindergarten “I think we're always skeptical about  of research, using last year's enrollment get less next year, and districts without
Floral Park $206556 76 42 went unused this year and will be elimi-  the amount of money we're going tore-  and funding figures. Newsday obtained programs will lose funding altogether.
Franklin Square $132300 49 0 nated at least temporarily next year —a  ceive back from the state,” said Henry  current year figures from the state Edu- Some school authorities contend that
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Garden City $202500 75 O Funds are allotted under the state’s cil of School Superintendents. He pre-K funds, including $28 million for kindergartens expand those classes to
Glen Cove $420109 136 64 Universal Prekindergarten program, added, however, that his colleagues sup-  the Island, is funneled through school full-day. About 60 districts statewide, in-
Great Neck 4654324 193 219 which provides a pre-kindergarten year  ported the public-preschool concept. districts with elementary schools. The cluding six on the Island, provide only
reat Nec " of tuition-free classes, five days a week. Currently, the Island’s school systems  money pays for pre-K classes both in dis- half-day kindergartens now.
Hempstead $2,168347 346 348 About 8100 children get services local-  are split down the middle, with 61 partic-  trict schools themselves and at other “Not that pre-K isn't important, it is,”
Herricks $148500 S8 55 ly, state figures show., ipating in the state program and 60 not  sites including day care centers and pri- said David Albert, spokesman for the
Hewlett-Wood- ~ Districts that declined to participate participating. Eight districts, including  vate nursery schools. State School Boards Association. “But
Mere $332286 14 14 in the program this year will be shut out  Eastport-South Manor, Herricks and Sa- The report suggests that any money let's invest in full-day kindergarten first.” At Bicyr.le :"ath in Sg_ld.en, Errl:dakgryzr;ala hel&s‘t{:rdents b;lﬁ:
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Selden. “At the beginning of
the year, it's ‘Don’t put the
book in your mouth.’ And now,
thev're thinking little beings.”

don't have this,” Short said.
“They'll say, ‘You get pre-
school every day?' "

— JOHN HILDEBRAND



